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theory suggest for the widespread custom of putting the
entrails round the neck of the pujari and the liver in his
mouth ? It is not probable that such a custom as this
originated without some reason or idea at the back of
it; but on the gift-theory it seems absolutely meaning-
less.
Or again, another leading feature of the worship is
the sacrificial feast in various forms.    Sometimes the
feast takes place on the spot, in the compound of the
shrine; more often the carcass is taken home by the
offerer for a feast in his own house.   Sometimes it is a
formal and ceremonious act, as in certain villages of the
Telugu country, where five little  Mala  boys, called
Siddhalu, or innocents, are fed with the flesh of the
victim tinder cover of a large doth, to keep off evil
spirits or the evil eye*    Here, again, the gift-theory
seems quite inconsistent with the whole idea of the
sacrificial feast.   The explanation often given, that the
goddess consumes the essence or spirit (Saram or Am)
of the gifts, while the worshippers take the material
substance, is perhaps in accordance with the animistic
idea found in other countries that, even for men, the
important thing in their food is the soul-stuff it contains
rather than the outward, material part of it.    But in
any case this would still leave unexplained the fact that
the eating of the flesh by the worshippers is in many
cases regarded as a religious act and as an important
part of the sacrifice, like the feast on the victims offered
in the peace offerings under the Jewish law.    On the
other hand, the sacrificial feast finds a natural and ready
explanation, if we assume that the system originated in
the desire for communion with tie spirit world and not
in the idea of propitiation.
Herr Warneck when describing the Animism of the
Battaks of Sumatra in his book, The Living forces of the
Gospel, points out that most of the ceremonies connected
with heathen sacrifices and a large number of heathen
superstitions generally have their origin in the funda-
mental idea underlying all animistic religions, that
aat only living features and organisms but even